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MAINE CHAPTER NEWS
State purchases interest in Great Duck
The Department of Inland Fisheries and 
Wildlife has contributed greatly to the pro­
tection of Great Duck Island with its 
recent purchase of a 10 percent undivided 
interest in the island. At an April 17 press 
conference, IF&.W Commissioner Glenn 
Manuel presented Maine Chapter Chairman 
Robert Butler with a check for $35,000; 
Butler presented Governor Joseph Brennan 
and Commissioner Manuel with their very 
own deeds to Leach’s storm petrel burrows 
on Great Duck.
Governor Brennan voiced his support 
for this cooperative protection effort be­
tween TNC and the state, and his hope that 
similar projects would be possible in the 
future. He also expressed great interest in 
his newly acquired shorefront property, 
requesting a tour as soon as possible.
Protection of Great Duck has been 
IF&tW's top acquisition priority for the 
past five years. A management lease on the 
department’s interest will be given back to 
TNC, and IF&.W staff will assist in the 
important decisions concerning the island’s 
future.
M a i n e  C h a p t e r  C h a i r m a n  B o b  B u t l e r  ( l e f t ) ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  I n l a n d  F i s h e r i e s  a n d  W i l d l i f e  
G l e n n  M a n u e l ,  a n d  G o v e r n o r  J o s e p h  B r e n n a n  p r o u d ly  e x h i b i t  t h e i r  new a c q u i s i t i o n s .
Aerie news
Of 11 active bald eagle nests found along 
the Maine coast by the University of Maine’s 
Bald Eagle Project spring aerial survey, seven 
are located on islands protected by the Maine 
Chapter. The survey also yielded another 
piece of good news: a pair is nesting again 
on Long Porcupine Island after an absence 
of three years.
1984 was a difficult year for Maine’s ea­
gles; the nesting population suffered its 
largest recorded decline in 20 years. Ten 
nests were destroyed by high winds and 
heavy snows in March and April — the 
critical egg-laying and incubation period. 
Only 34 pairs were successful, fledging a 
total of 43 eaglets.
This setback is a strong reminder of the 
vulnerability of Maine’s eagle population.
However, there is good reason to be opti­
mistic that this decline in nesting pairs is 
temporary. Startingly large numbers of ea­
gles (over 70 individuals), mostly imma- 
tures, have been seen at winter feeding
stations monitored by the project. These 
immature birds will begin breeding within 
one to three years. Continued protection 
of traditional nesting sites and territories 
will help ensure that they will be able to 
find a safe place to rear their young. 
When you see an eagle
The Bald Eagle Project encourages re­
ports of eagle sightings. Sightings of pos­
sible nest sites or those made during the 
mid-January inventory period are most 
critical, but thousands of individual reports 
provide vital information about movement 
and survival of eagles, as well as locations 
of and potential dangers to critical habitats.
To report a sighting, obtain sighting 
forms or request additional information, 
please contact the Bald Eagle Project. 
College of Forest Resources, University of 
Maine at Orono, Orono, Maine 04469.
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IMMATURE BALD EAGLE
ADULT BALD EAGLE
W e’re m igrating
W e’ve outgrow n our Brunswick office 
and will be moving to  a m ore spacious 
h a b ita t at 122 M ain  S tre e t, T o p sh am  
04086. The move across the river will be 
com pleted by June 11.
D irections to  the new office:
As we consider floor plans and pack 
boxes it has become apparent that we 
could use a num ber o f items to  help us 
function m ore efficiently in our new office. 
If you would like to  help, the following 
items would be greatly appreciated:
•  filing cabinets
•  bookcases
•  desk lamps
•  bulletin boards
C om e to the festival
V olunteers are needed to  help with the 
C hapter’s boo th  at the Maine Festival 
August 2, 3, and 4. Com e greet visitors and 
answer questions, then enjoy the rest of the 
fair. Please contact Missy Droege at the 
C hapter office to  sign up.
Field trips updated
Please accept our apologies for the dis­
crepancy between the calendar and the fall 
field trip  dates. The correct dates for the 
trips are as follows:
13. G reat W ass Island Archipelago boat 
trip, Saturday A u g u s t 3 1 , 9:30 a.m. 
to  4 p.m.
2 — Maine C h a p te r  News, J u n e  1 985
14. D ow neast seabird and whalewatch 
boat trip, Saturday, S e p te m b e r  7, 
8:15 a.m. to  5 p.m.
15. The Hermitage — G ulf Hagas 
Saturday, S e p te m b e r  2 8 , 9 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m.
16. Step Falls Preserve
Sunday, S e p te m b e r  29 , 10 a.m. to  1 
p.m.
W elcom e
O nce again, we have several people 
joining our staff for the summer.
S tew ard sh ip  v e teran  M a ry  F ra n c e s  
D ro eg e  (M issy) is returning as Steward­
ship Assistant. Missy’s jobs will include 
m onitoring rare plant populations; prepar­
ing a M aster Plan for our new St. John 
River preserve, Rocky Island; assisting 
local com mittees; coordinating easement 
and transfer monitoring; and preparing the 
C hapter’s Maine Festival display. Since she 
left us last December, Missy has been 
m o n ito rin g  bald  eagle p o p u la tio n s  in 
Arizona.
Sally  B iggar is returning as Douglas 
M o u n ta in  C aretaker. Sally’s fam iliarity  
with the area and loyalty to  the preserve are 
valuable assets. She will continue to  visit 
Douglas Hill between caring for her organic 
garden and picking apples.
New to  the staff are Damariscove Island 
C aretakers/N aturalists D av id  K a n e  and 
D ia n e  Z iegner. Both are seniors at the 
U niversity o f Maine at O rono , with back­
grounds in biological research and environ­
mental education. They also have strong 
carpentry experience which will come in 
handy as they help finish the new caretaker 
cabin.
D av id  V a u g h a n  will be filling the 
newly defined position of Land Protection 
A ssistant. He is a first-year graduate stu­
dent at the Yale School o f Forestry and 
Environm ental Studies. David will field- 
check and design new potential preserves 
as well as evaluate trade land oppo rtu ­
n itie s . A n a lu m n u s o f  C o lby  C ollege, 
D avid’s previous experience in Maine in­
cludes w ork with the Chewonki Founda­
tion, O cean Park Environm ental School 
and State Planning Office.
W e are fortunate to  have these excep­
tionally capable and com m itted people 
joining the TN C team this summer.
H erp report
The 1985 herping season has begun with 
some notable finds. A Blanding’s turtle 
was verified in W ells and a spotted turtle 
was seen in Norridgewock. Sunny after­
noons are the times to  be alert for turtles. 
W e’ve also had reports o f stinkpots and 
midland painted turtles.
The weather has been disappointingly 
dry for salamanders, bu t stalwart volun­
teers have reported every species except 
the elusive four-toed.
N om in ations for 1985
The Nominating Com m ittee has announ­
ced the following candidates for Officers 
and Trustees o f the Maine Chapter: 
O ff ic e rs
Chairperson: Ellen Wells 
Falmouth
Vice Chairperson: A1 H utchinson 
Bar Harbor
Vice Chairperson: Peter Corcoran 
Orono
Treasurer: W illiam B. (Tony) Owens, M.D.
Cape Elizabeth
Secretary: Edward T. Richardson, Jr.
South Portland 
T ru s te e s
Mrs. George W . Cochrane, III
West Southport 
Ms. Linda Alverson
Oxbow
Mr. Ralph Robins
York
Mrs. Elizabeth D onnan
Northeast Harbor 
Peter Mills, Esquire
Farmington
Mr. Myron Zim merm an
Augusta
M em orial gifts
Gifts in memory o f the following indi­
viduals have been received by the Maine 
Chapter:
R obert Jones Samuel F. Morse
Ernest Niles 
David Stocking
W e appreciate this m em orial support 
and extend our sympathies to  their families 
and friends.
N ew  corporate m em bers
W e are pleased to  have received support 
from  the following conservation organiza­
tions and welcome them  as corporate 
members:
Abnaki Ski and O uting Club 
Penobscot C ounty Conservation Asso­
ciation, Inc.
in the news
A gift __i 
to save— 
a heritage
As the nation’s leading land conservation 
organization, The Nature Conservancy completes 
an average o f  one land-saving project every’ 
working day o f  the year. It is a complicated (and 
expensive) business, hut one that is absolutely 
critical to the future well-being o f  us all.
The biggest challenge, o f course, is not to locate 
the land that needs protection—there is more 
threatened land in need o f protection than ever 
before. The challenge is how to pay for it.
The Nature Conservancy’s trade land concept is 
one important answer to that challenge.
The trade land concept
Trade lands are properties which have little or no 
ecological importance, yet they are vital contributions to 
The Nature Conservancy’s land preservation program. 
T h ese p r o p e r tie s—w o o d lo ts , sum m er h om es, 
commercial or industrial lots—can be accepted by TNC 
and then re-sold, generating vitally needed funds for the 
acquisition o f important natural areas.
In recent years the Maine Chapter has accepted over a 
dozen trade land gifts, which have helped fund the 
identification and protection of new Chapter preserves 
throughout Maine.
The four examples described inside are excerpted 
from actual donations to the Conservancy. They prove 
that such gifts can be financially beneficial to the donors 
as well —whatever their financial goals. (Names and other 
details have been changed to protect the donors' pri\-acv.)
For instance, several recent trade land gifts have been 
used to provide donors with a generous lifetime income. 
Other gifts, made with provisions granting the donor 
lifetime use of the donated lands, provide major tax 
deductions without affecting the donor’s continued use 
of his or her property.
As the leading expert in the acquisition and sale of real 
estate for conservation purposes, The Nature 
Conservancy is in a unique position to suggest various 
alternatives and benefits available to all owners of real 
estate. In some cases, a gift of property can be of greater 
financial benefit to the donor than a sale.
Trade lands donated to the Maine Chapter can be 
located either within die state or elsewhere. And almost 
any kind of property can be considered. Recent gifts to the 
Conservancy from individuals and corporations have 
included not only wood lots and summer homes but also 
a gas station, wine vineyard, condominiums, warehouses, 
and a reclaimed mine. Each has been sold (with 
restrictions on future development, if appropriate) to 
provide funds for the identification, acquisition and 
stewardship of new natural areas.
All donors of trade lands become Honorary life 
Members of the Conservancy. In general, proceeds from 
the sale of a trade land maybe earmarked by the donor for 
a particular program or fund.
If you own highly appreciated or excess real estate, 
perhaps you should explore the idea of using it as a trade 
land to help The Nature Conservancy save even more of 
Maine.
Acquiring peace o f mind and a p iece o f Maine: 
A lifetim e incom e from a gift o f land
Emily Nelson has been a naturalist and 
a TNC member for over 30 years. In I960, 
she purchased 75 acres and a house in 
coastal Maine, across the road from a TNC 
preserve. She used this home in the 
summer, and lived the rest of the year in 
Florida.
At age 81, Miss Nelson found that the 
cost of keeping up two houses (not to 
mention the 1,700 mile drive from Maine 
to Florida) had become too much. 
Although she had enough income to live 
a modestly comfortable life, the inflation 
of the previous decade had reduced her 
buying power. She did not want to sell 
any of her stock, since it provided steady 
income as well as an emergency nest egg. 
She therefore made the decision to give 
up her home in Maine.
However, Miss Nelson wanted to see 
her property protected, and approached 
TNC for help. After careful discussions 
with Miss Nelson, her attorney and 
several experts within the Conservancy, 
an agreement was reached which 
protected her land and  provided her a 
lifetime income.
Under the agreement, Miss Nelson 
gave the Conservancy her house and land 
in Maine free and clear. It was worth 
approximately $350,000 (a far cry from 
the $16,000 she had paid for it years 
before).
After a thorough ecological study, the 
Conservancy decided to keep 15 acres as
an addition to the existing preserve. The 
remaining land and house were then 
sold subject to a conservation easement 
prohibiting further development. After 
paying the cost of title work, broker’s 
com m iss ion ,  surveys, etc.,  the 
Conservancy was left with some 
$215,000. This money was then invested 
to give Miss Nelson annual payments of 
$21,600 for the rest of her life.
All of Miss Nelson’s goals were met in 
this arrangement. She received:
• payments of $21,600annuallyforthe 
rest of her life;
• a federal income tax deduction of 
over $160,000;
• a guarantee that her land would not 
be subdivided;
• savings of over $5,000 per year in 
upkeep and taxes on her property;
• life membership in TNC and the 
satisfaction of making a very major 
gift to the Conservancy which would 
otherwise have been impossible.
Miss Nelson also avoided state and 
federal income taxes of nearly $75,000 
which would have been due had she sold 
the property herself.
While such an arrangement is not 
always possible, this innovative approach 
has been played out again and again with 
many TNC supporters who have used 
such a gift to meet their own financial 
goals  while  also he lp ing  the 
Conservancy’s vital w7ork.
A gift that benefitted TNC 
... and the donor
For over 24 years, Lowell and Melissa 
Libby managed both a successful 
business and a tree farm in central Maine. 
Now , with their daughter nearing college 
age, they decided it was time to sell the 
tree farm to help pay her college tuition.
Unfortunately, the Libbys found that 
the tree farm, appraised at $30,000, did 
not sell as quickly as they had hoped, and 
it soon became obvious that it might take 
several years before the right buyer came 
along.
Anxious to liquidate their asset, the 
Libbys calculated out the pros and cons 
of a donation versus a sale. They were 
surprised to learn that after paying the 
legal fees, capital gains tax, transfer taxes, 
and a 10 percent real estate commission 
they could expect to net just $ 19,000 from 
the sale—that is, if the farm finally sold 
for its full value.
On the other hand, by donating the 
property to TNC the Libbys would 
immediately save $15,000 on state and 
federal income taxes—and eliminate the 
$500 annual tax bill which they would 
otherwise have to pay until the property7 
sold. These savings could be promptly 
re invested in their daughter’s education. 
Not only would there be no fees or taxes 
to pay, but TNC could also help with all 
the legal w7ork—leaving them with more 
time (and money) for their other 
interests.
Shortly thereafter, the Libby's donated 
their tree farm to the Conservancy, and 
their daughter headed off to college. The 
gift not only fulfilled their financial goals, 
it also made them Honorary Life 
Members of the Conservancy—and gave 
TNC the chance to save yet another piece 
of Maine.
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Saving money and saving land: 
Retained lifetime use of donated lands
Several years ago Jerry Larsen began to 
worry about the pace of development 
around his home in western Maine. 
Though his com m unity was not 
expanding as quickly as many coastal 
towns, Mr. Larsen was concerned to see a 
growing number of local farms 
subdivided, as more and morc\ people 
sought vacation cabins in - Maine’s 
western mountains.
The Larsen homestead—a modest 
home on 40 acres along a lightly 
developed lake—had been in his family 
for three generations. His children, all 
grown, had moved away and were no 
longer interested in using the property.
Mr. Larsen wanted to insure that his 
land would not be subdivided after his 
d e a th , and asked  The N ature 
Conservancy for advice. After exploring 
his goals and the possible options, he 
decided to donate the property to TNC 
subject to a life estate for himself.
By donating his property in this way, 
Mr. Larsen can continue to enjoy
exclusive use of his property. And by 
making the gift during his lifetime (at age 
87) instead of through his will, he was 
entitled to a deduction of nearly $90,000 
from his future income taxes, based on 
the property’s appraised value of 
$113,000.
Once Mr. Larsen has passed on, TNC 
plans to sell the property' subject to 
appropriate limitations on its future 
development. In this way the old Larsen 
homestead will remain intact—enjoyed 
by caring landowners and protected by 
The Nature Conservancy.
The proceeds from the eventual sale 
will be used in part to monitor the 
restrictions on the property, as well as to 
acquire other important habitats in 
Maine threatened with development.
In this way, Mr. Larsen saved 
thousands of dollars without giving up 
his current use of the land—and made an 
outstanding contribution to TNC at the 
same time.
How a bequest saved a bog
When longtime Chapter member and 
wildflower enthusiast Susan McCory 
drew up her will, she wanted to 
remember several of her favorite 
charities. As a result, Mrs. McCory 
contacted Chapter officials to discuss her 
intention of leaving a 23-acre wooded 
tract on the Eastern River to the 
Conservancy.
Mrs. McCory realized that her land was 
probably not out of the ordinary', and 
therefore gave TNC permission to either 
keep it as a preserve or to sell it, 
depending on its ecological value at the 
time of her death.
Upon her death many' years later, the 
property’ came to TNC and her estate 
received an estate tax deduction for the 
land’s entire value. TNC then conducted 
a thorough ecological evaluation of the 
land. An independen t scientist 
confirmed that the property was 
“ordinary’" woodland, and the decision 
was made to sell it as a trade land.
The Conservancy first offered it to 
some distant relatives of Mrs. McCory 
who had expressed an interest. They 
w'ere delighted to purchase the land for 
its appraised value of $2 3 ,0 0 0 , and the 
town was happy’ to see the land remain 
on the local tax rolls.
TNC used the resulting funds in part to 
buy a spectacular inland peat bog that is 
home to many' endangered orchids. The 
preserve is a fitting tribute to Mrs. 
McCory’s generosity’ and foresight, and 
will insure that the wildflowers she so 
dearly loved will continue to thrive in 
Maine.
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What you should know 
about charitable gifts o f land
There are many factors which affect the financial 
benefits to the donor of a gift of land—whether your goal 
is a lifetime income, retained real estate or simply smart 
tax planning.
Vdiile any gift of land to the Conservancy can yield 
impressive tax savings on many levels, the savings 
increase dramatically for highly appreciated property.
Each situation is different, so all possible gifts must be 
individually analyzed and evaluated. The Conservancy is 
happy to provide a free, confidential review of the various 
options and benefits available to anyone considering a 
gift of real estate. Afew of these benefits are listed below:
• contribute to the conservation of Maine’s unique 
natural heritage;
• effect creative income and estate tax savings;
• cut expenses of insurance, real estate taxes, and 
utilities;
• free up capital for investment;
• curtail land management time and expenses;
• receive Honorary life Membership in The Nature 
Conservancy.
Please send in the coupon below for a confidential 
review of die options available to you or for more 
information on any aspect of land protection through 
voluntary action.
Maine Chapter, The Nature Conservancy 
122 Main Street, Topsham, Maine 04086 
Telephone: (207) 729-5181
□ Yes, 1 am interested in the Maine Chapter’s trade land program. Please contact me for a confidential review of the 
available options. I am particularly interested in exploring the arrangement noted below:
□ gift □  lifetime use of donated lands □  lifetime income
□ I am interested in learning more about charitable gifts of land. Please send me “The Landowner’s Options,” a guide 
to voluntary land protection in Maine.
□  I may wish to remember The Nature Conservancy in my will. Please send me information on bequests.
name telephone
address
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M eeting
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
C h ap ter O ffice  O p en  H ouse
Friday, July 26 from 3 to 5 p.m.
— You are cordially invited to visit our new offices at 122 
Main Street, Topsham. Staff will be on hand to greet you 
and show you around.
The Annual  Meeting, Saturday July 27
Field  T rip s
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
— Please see the descriptions and choose your favorite.
A n n u al M eeting:
2 p.m., Hyde School Student Union
— election of new trustees *Please see report of the Nominating 
Committee on page two.
— reports of the Chairperson, Treasurer and Executive 
Director
— presentations on Identification, Protection and 
Stewardship activities
— presentation of Awards of Recognition 
Guest speaker:
— Senator George Mitchell has tentatively agreed to be our 
speaker.
In fo rm al W in e  and  C heese R eception:
4 to 5 p.m., lawn of Hyde School Campus
FIELD TRIPS
Register early for your choice of field trips.
1. K en n ebec R iver boat trip
Leader: Don Hudson Time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Cost: $25 member, $30 nonmember Limit: 35 people 
Meet at: Bath Town Landing
We will go by bus from Bath to Boothbay Harbor to begin our 
one-way trip up the Kennebec River. Our route will take us past a 
half-dozen historic lighthouses and long, low Damariscove Island in 
the distance, then around Reid State Park to the mouth of the 
Kennebec River and Fort Popham. Upriver, we will pause to enjoy 
the impressive heights of Bald Head Preserve, and hope to see the 
bald eagles which once again frequent the lower Kennebec. Bring 
binoculars, camera, warm clothes, and lunch. (Beverages available 
for sale on the boat.)
2. Casco Bay boat trip
Leader: A1 Hutchinson Time: 9 a.m. to l p.m.
Cost: $25 member, $30 nonmember Limit: 40 people 
Meet at: Long Wharf at Miller’s Marine, 170 Commercial Street, Portland
A boat tour of Casco Bay’s many and varied islands is one of 
Maine’s most popular excursions. We will explore the inner bay and 
view two TNC preserves: Basket and Upper Goose Islands. Upper 
Goose is home of the largest colony of great blue herons on the 
Maine coast, and although the nests are mostly hidden, we are sure 
to see lots of herons, as well as osprey and seals. Bring binoculars, 
warm clothes and lunch. (Beverages and light snacks are available 
for sale on the boat.)
3. M orse M ou n tain  - Seaw all Beach  hike
Leaders: Peter and Barbara Vickery Time: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Cost: $5 member, $7 nonmember Limit: 25 people
Meet at: Junction of Routes 209 and 216 in Phippsburg
The Bates Morse Mountain Coastal Research Area, doubly 
protected by a Conservancy-held easement and management by 
Bates College, includes the largest undeveloped beach and dune 
system in Maine. This classic barrier spit beach, home of piping 
plovers and least terns, protects a complete dune system and two 
extensive salt marshes. A two-mile trail leads over Morse Mountain 
through spruce-fir forests, and open pitchpine woodlands, habitat 
for several unusual plants. Bring a lunch and binoculars.
R EG ISTR A TIO N  FORM
SATURDAY M ORNING FIELD TRIPS
n um ber n um ber am ount
m em bers nonm em bers enclosed
1. K e n n e b e c  R iv e r  b o a t t r ip
$25 member ($30 nonmember) ___________  ___________  __
2. C asco  Bay b o a t t r ip
$25 member ($30 nonmember) ____________ ___________  —
3. M o rse /S e a w a ll h ik e
$5 member ($7 nonmember) -----------------  ------------------ —
A N N U A L  MEETING — W INE AND CHEESE RECEPTION
R e g is tra tio n
$4 member ($6 nonmember) ___________  ___________  —
Total Enclosed
NAME _____________________________________ PHONE NUMBER
ADDRESS____________________________________________________
Directions to Hyde School, Bath: From 
Route One in Bath take Route 209 (High 
Street) south. The Hyde School is about one- 
half mile on the right. Signs will direct you to 
the Student Union.
Clothing: Informal. Be sure to bring warm 
and windproof clothes as well as sturdy 
walking shoes for the trips.
Rain or bad weather: The meeting and 
field trip to Morse Mountain will take place 
rain or shine. The boat trips may be cancelled 
if weather conditions require. If you have 
questions, call the Chapter office the day 
before, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Accommodations: Information is avail­
able from the Chapter office.
L u nches: Please bring your own bag 
lunches on all trips.
Questions: If you have any questions 
please call the Chapter office at 729-5181.□  Book and/or membership check enclosed.
Details...
S um m er plans for G reat D uck Island
This summer researchers will conduct 
an in-depth inventory of Great Duck 
Island’s flora and fauna. Their efforts will 
focus on obtaining a more precise estimate 
of the number of active Leach’s storm 
petrel burrows on the island. This data will 
serve as a baseline for future monitoring of 
the population.
Common eiders, black guillemots and 
gulls also have significant nesting popula­
tions on the island, and these too will be 
carefully censused. Census methods for all 
species will be designed to minimize dis­
turbance to the nesting birds.
In addition, a detailed plant species list 
and vegetation type maps will be prepared 
using a grid system keyed to permanent 
markers. This approach will enable scien­
tist and conservation managers to more 
accurately assess changes the island may 
experience over time.
The principal investigators for the inven­
tory will be two graduates of the College of 
the Atlantic, David Folger and Peter 
W ayne. Both have extensive experience 
with Maine islands after summers spent 
working with Dr. William Drury. Last 
summer, David received a TNC Small 
Grant to help support his continuing re­
search on the dynamics of tern colonies of 
eastern coastal Maine. Peter brings partic­
ular skills in plant taxonomy and ecology.
A complete natural resource inventory 
will enable us to develop a responsible 
management plan for Great Duck and 
ensure the protection of the island and its 
special resources forever.
S tew ardsh ip  w orkshop
The May Stewardship workshop drew a 
crowd of 65 preserve volunteers, trustees, 
staff, and others interested in issues of con­
servation land management.
The focus of the workshop was island 
preserves. Carroll Schell of Acadia Na­
tional Park discussed the park’s efforts to 
monitor island resources and the 100-plus 
conservation easements the park holds on 
and near Mount Desert Island. Alan Hutch­
inson from the Maine Department of Inland 
Fisheries and Wildlife spoke on the impor­
tance of Maine islands to nesting seabirds. 
He emphasized that although there are over 
3,500 Maine islands, declaring only 100 of 
these off-limits to people during the nest­
ing season would protect more than 75 
percent of the nesting seabirds — leaving
other, more suitable, islands for recrea­
tional and educational uses.
The special flora of islands downeast 
were illustrated in a slide lecture by Bar­
bara Vickery. Bruce Jacobson of Maine 
Coast Heritage Trust described easements 
and other conservation approaches.
The final event of the morning was a 
panel discussion on island management. 
David Platt of the B a n g o r  D a i l y  N e w s  
served as moderator; six representatives of 
various perspectives on island use, from 
sea kayaking and outdoor education pro­
grams to seabird research, answered ques­
tions from island stewards.
During the discussion a fear was expres­
sed that Maine’s islands, like so many of 
our national parks, may be in danger of 
being "loved to death.” On the other hand, 
the number of islands with truly fragile or 
sensitive resources is very small. The 
challenge is to 1) direct use away from 
those islands to those more appropriate for 
human use, and 2) encourage a cooperative 
and respectful attitude among neighbors 
and island users.
M onitors needed
Volunteer monitors are still needed for 
the following preserves, easements and 
transfers. If you are able to make a long­
term commitment to check on these con­
servation lands and report their condition 
annually, please contact Barbara Vickery 
at the Chapter office.
Preserves and easements
Eustis, Georgetown
Moose River, Rockwood Strip
Mistake Island, Beals
U pper Birch Island, Addison
Ship, Bar and T rum pet islands, Tremont
Coggins Head, Pembroke
East P lum m er Island, Addison
Nash Easement, Perry
Transfers
In t h e  p a s t ,  t r a n s f e r s  h a v e  b e e n  m o n i t o r e d  
m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  b y  t h e  n e w  o w n e r s  t h e m s e lv e s .  
C l e a r l y ,  in  t h e  l o n g  r u n  it  is  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
t o  h a v e  a  t h i r d  p a r t y  m o n i t o r  p r o p e r t i e s  t r a n s - 
f e r r e d  w i t h  r e s t r ic t io n s .
A portion of the Appalachian Trail, Elliotsville 
Baker Island, Cranberry Isles (Acadia National
Park)
Bois B ubert Island and Petit M anan Point,
Milbridge-Steuben (USFWS)
Colby Marston Bog, Belgrade 
Forbes Pond, Gouldsboro 
Green Island, Milbridge (IF&W)
Meadow M ountain, Warren
Shirley Valley — Evans Notch, Stoneham,
(District of the White Mountain National Forest) 
V aughn’s and R edin’s Islands, Kennebunkport 
P o rtio n s  of th e  R achel C arson  N a tio n a l
W ildlife Refuge, Wells
Location of great b lu e heron 
nests sought
The Critical Areas Program of the Maine 
State Planning Office, in cooperation with 
the Maine Department of Inland Fisheries 
and Wildlife, is continuing its search for 
inland great blue heron nesting sites in 
Maine. The location (marked on a map 
with directions), number of nests, years 
observed and current activity of the 
rookery would be appreciated informa­
tion. Please write: Naomi Edelson, Critical 
Areas Program, State Planning Office, 184 
State Street, State House Station #38, 
Augusta, Maine 04333.
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by Barbara S. Vickery, stewardship director
M a in e  F o r e v e r
I’ve been just amazed at the response we have 
gotten from the publication of M a i n e  F o r e v e r  — A 
G u i d e  t o  N a t u r e  C o n s e r v a n c y  P r e s e r v e s  in  M a i n e .  We 
printed 6 ,0 0 0  copies which arrived late last 
November and have already sold some 3,500. Based 
on our discussions with publishers and others who 
know this business, we had hoped to sell 2,500 in the 
first year.
It is now clear that we had underestimated the high 
degree of interest in the book. L.L. Bean, Bookland 
and many other locations have all reported great 
interest in the book. Over 20 percent of the Maine 
Chapter’s membership has purchased the book 
directly from our office.
I suppose I should not be surprised. People are 
very interested in special places. Our field trip 
program fills up every year and we have a steady 
stream of requests for information about these lands 
you have helped protect over the years.
If you have not yet seen the book, I’d urge you to 
pick one up. The full-color photos by Eliot Porter, 
Tom Arter, John Domont and others are 
outstanding. The detailed descriptions of the 
preserves, together with maps where appropriate, tell 
a rich and compelling story of nearly 30 years of 
steady, quiet work protecting Maine’s special places.
For those interested in Maine, it is a great book, a 
great gift. For those who have an interest in ensuring 
that a part of Maine stays as is for the future, this is a 
key which unlocks the door to many of these places. 
It is also a telescope which brings them into close 
view without having to slog through a marsh or hike 
into dense brush.
If you have not yet seen a copy, by all means drop 
by L.L. Bean or Bookland and pick one up. Or, 
better yet, send a check and the coupon below 
directly to the office and I’ll see that a copy is mailed 
out the same day.
John Jensen
M ember rates:
single copy: $10.95 
two or more copies $ 10.00 each 
N onm em ber rates:
each copy: $13.95
If you already have a copy, please 
pass this information along to a 
friend.
CO U PO N
□ Please send me_________copies of MAINE FOREVER at the member’s rate. I
enclose $ (include $1.50 for postage, tax and handling for each book.)
□ Please send me________ copies of MAINE FOREVER at the nonmember’s rate. I
enclose $ (include $1.50 for postage, tax, and handling for each book).
NAME ____________________________________________________________
ADDRESS_________________________________________________________
_________________________________ STATE______________ZIP_________
□ I would like to become a member of The Nature Conservancy and receive the Guide at 
the member’s discount. I enclose membership dues checked below in addition to my book 
order.
___ $10 Individual ___ $15 Family ____$25 Contributing ------$100 Acorn
C lip  a n d  m a il  w ith  c h e c k  to:
M a in e  C h a p te r , T h e  N a tu re  C o n serv an cy , 122 Main Street, T o p s h a m , M a in e  04086.
heritage
by John Albright, heritage program director
The search is on
Although the ground was still frozen in 
Maine and it took a discerning eye to detect 
the faintest swelling of tree buds, it was 
time to get ready for the 1985 field season. 
In early March, I headed south to attend a 
rare plant conference and enjoy a preview 
of spring.
The conference was a cooperative en- 
deavor of the Eastern Regional Office of 
The Nature Conservancy and the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service. Botanists represent­
ing private and government agencies from 
most of the eastern states shared their 
knowledge of the status of rare plants in 
their states. This information will help the 
USFWS to decide whether to assign endan­
gered or threatened status to plants pro­
posed as candidates for federal listing. The 
listing process, which had ground to a 
virtual halt in the last few years, is again 
underway; the agency plans to review 
around 30 plants each year until the back­
log of 135 eastern region candidates is 
eliminated.
As it turns out, most of the information 
the USFWS needs to document the pro­
cess is found in, or can best be obtained 
through, the Conservancy’s Natural Her­
itage Programs (including the Maine Chap­
ter’s). And so, the USFWS will be working 
very closely with TNC and Heritage 
Programs.
Where does Maine fit into this picture? 
W e have populations of three plants up for 
consideration this year. Auricled tway- 
blade ( L i s t e r a  a u r ic u la c a ) , Boott’s rattle­
snake root (P r e n a n th e s  b o o t t i i ) , and Long’s 
bitter-cress ( C a r d a m i n e  lo n g i i)  are at the 
top of our search list this summer.
L is t e r a  a u r i c u la t a  is an elusive orchid 
Maine botanists have been trying to redis­
cover for years. Last year it finally turned 
up again after an absence (at least in the 
records) of about 40 years. It is primarily 
associated with the St. John River system, 
but also has been recorded from stream- 
sides throughout the state. It is close to its 
southern range limit in Maine; outside of 
the state there are only 1 1  known popula­
tions in the United States, all small. Unlike 
most Maine orchids, characteristically 
found in bogs, fens, or rich woods, L is t e r a  
is found in dense streamside alder thickets. 
We know of two small populations, but 
based on the number of historic speci­
mens, we are sure there must be more.
P r e n a n th e s  b o o t t i i occupies a quite differ­
ent habitat. The three known occurrences 
are from isolated mountain peaks with 
alpine/tundra vegetation, Katahdin being 
the most prominent example. This mem­
ber of the aster family is a northern New 
England endemic. The 11 known popula­
tions probably total no more than 500 
plants. It often grows intermixed with 
other plants, raising its eight to 10  purplish- 
white composite flower heads above sur­
rounding vegetation on a single stem. We 
hope to find P r e n a n th e s  on a few more 
Maine peaks this year.
C a r d a m i n e  longii is a member of a group 
referred to as "mud plants.” This mustard 
grown on the muddy sides of brackish tidal 
bays, especially where there are rocky out­
crops and overhanging vegetation. Merry- 
meeting Bay is a good example of such an 
area and supports the only populations 
known in Maine. Although the reasons for 
this plant’s rarity are unclear, vulnerability
to pollution and destruction of its wetland 
habitat are likely factors. Searches of other 
appropriate spots may very well prove 
fruitful.
This is just one example of the ways in 
which our identification efforts enhance 
and direct Maine’s own protection goals 
while also assisting regional or national con­
servation planning.
In addition to our intensive search for 
these top priority plants, we plan to look 
for many others of national and local sig­
nificance. The Heritage Program will be 
relying heavily on volunteers to gather in­
formation on these plants (as well as a few 
animals). If you would like to participate in 
or contribute to our work this summer, 
keep your eyes open and let us know what 
you find. A. O s t e r b r o c k
Heritage workshop
The Heritage Program hosted volunteers 
and Small Grants recipients at a Heritage 
Workshop on May 18. We rely heavily on 
these experts, who will be spending the 
summer looking for limestone-loving 
plants in western Maine, studying lakes 
and ponds, scaling mountains in search of 
rare plants, hunting down historic species 
occurrences, and helping us with many 
other important research projects. Work­
shop participants were introduced to the 
map and computer files and learned how 
the database is organized and information 
stored.
PLANT KEY
A. L i s t e r a  a u r i c u l a t a
B .  P r e n a n t h e s  b o o t t i i
C .  C a r d a m i n e  l o n g i i
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